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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAID, EFIN, FR, LA 

SUBJECT: FRENCH CONTRIBUTION TO FEOF 

FRENCH FINANCE MINISTRY (THEROND, OFFICER IN EXTERNAL 
BILATERAL RELATIONS SECTION IN TREASURY) SAYS THAT THEY 
RECEIVED ONLY RECENTLY FROM VIENTIANE WRITTEN CONFIRMA- 
TION OF ORAL REQUEST APPARENTLY MADE DURING SUMMER BY 
LAOTIAN GOVT TO FRENCH EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE FOR INCREASE IN 
FRENCH CONTRIBUTION TO FEOF. FINANCE MINISTRY WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW IF US RECEIVED SIMILAR REQUEST AND, IF SO, WHAT 
POSITION US IS TAKING THEREON. THEROND POINTED OUT THAT 
GIVEN NATURE FRENCH CONTRIBUTION, THEIR ABILITY TO IN- 
CREASE ITS AMOUNT DEPENDED UPON WHETHER OR NOT THEIR 
ESTIMATED KIP REQUIREMENTS WERE EXPECTED TO RISE. HE 
SAID THEY WERE NOW EXAMINING THIS POINT. 
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